
Celebrating Knowledge and Skills

It would not be a vastly sweeping statement to say that education in many
institutions across India and indeed throughout the world is primarily
knowledge based: that is to say, the learning of facts and pre-ordained,
received knowledge, passed down from teacher to student ad infinitum.

At DPS, Jaipur, we are proud to bring a skills-based learning programme to
each and every table, desk and workstation; and of course, to the sports field,
art and dance studio and laboratory too.

So what’s the big difference between knowledge and skill?

At its deepest level, we celebrate knowledge as know-how and
understanding, practice and experience that leads to a certain confidence in
how and why something works or behaves in a certain way.



Skill, on the other hand, is the physical, emotional, mental or practical agility
and dexterity we require to arrive at that knowledge: without experiencing
the knowledge first hand, we are never going to fully, deeply trust, let alone
remember it.

Take the example of a London Taxi driver: until the relatively recent advent of
SatNav, to become a London cabby, one had to learn the names and
whereabouts of London's 25,000 labyrinthine streets and at least 20,000
London landmarks. This extraordinary Knowledge with a capital K could of
course only be assumed and committed to memory through driving around a
lot! And experimenting to find the shortest routes between A and B.  The
SKILL of learning to navigate becomes the route to having the KNOWLEDGE
of a lifetime and the means to earning a living.

The best example I can cite from our very own skillfully crafted programme at
DPS Jaipur is our recent March Jungle Safari day: our students came up with
the qualities they saw in different animals and how these attributes helped
them in their survival.

https://www.facebook.com/events/700561951305824/?ref=newsfeed


So based on the Jungle Safari day sculpture we created, here’s a little quiz for
you (answers to us on a postcard please): which SKILLS do the following
creatures need in order to best survive?

What skill does a SPIDER need to weave its web?

What skill does a LEOPARD need to catch its prey?

What skill does a BIRD need to sing the dawn chorus?

What skill does a KANGAROO need to carry three babies about her all at
once?

By identifying the skills we need to best succeed, we at DPS Jaipur celebrate
ever deeper understanding of true knowledge and how we arrive at it.

Let us take you with us on a journey of celebrating skills for life!


